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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  year  i960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  i960. 

Taking  the  Vital  Statistics  first,  this  year  shows  a 
reversal  of  what  was  reported  in  1959.  The  Birth  Rate  is 
down  from  21. 1 to  19.7  per  thousand  population,  the  Death 
Rates  having  risen  from  11.3  to  12.4  per  thousand.  The 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  risen  from  10. o to  22.3  per  thousand 
live  births.  The  greatest  number  of  these  infant  deaths  have 
occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life,  congenital  mal- 
formations and  prematurity  being  the  chief  causes.  Both 
these  factors  are  the  subject  of  current  obstretrical  research. 

As  reflected  in  my  monthly  reports  our  average  age  at 
death  in  this  area  is  quite  high,  and  the  main  causes  are  the 
degenerative  diseases  of  the  heart  afid  blood  vessels  associated 
with  increasing  years  and  malignant  growths.  A point  in 
this  year’s  figures  that  may  cause  some  concern  is  that  the 
illegitimate  births  have  gone  up  from  five  to  thirteen— nearly 
a threefold  increase  ! This  can  only  reflect  circumstances 
which  many  will  deplore.  Measles  is  the  only  one  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  has  occurred  in  any 
number  during  i960.  There  were  171  cases  against  334  in 
the  preceding  year. 

As  I mentioned  last  year  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus, 
the  germ  causing  Undulant  Fever  in  man,  in  the  unpasteurised 
milk  supply  has  continued  to  require  a good  deal  of  attention. 
The  work  of  checking  and  dealing  with  these  herds  is  assisted 
greatly  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston.  In  my 
view  the  only  final  solution  is  the  pasteurisation  of  all  milk 
to  be  consumed  by  human  beings.  My  thanks  are  again  due 
to  all  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and  to  the  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  the  questions 
asked  at  the  monthly  meetings. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33, 159 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  i960)  ...  3,858 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.60  ...  £183,968 

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate £735 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  Births,  156  males  and  158 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
19.7  compares  with  the  rate  of  21.1  per  1,000,  in  1959. 
Thirteen  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  three  male  stillbirths  during  the  year,  making 
a stillbirth  rate  of  9.5  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  a rate  of  22.7  per  1,000  in  1959. 

Deaths. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  deaths,  108  males  and  144 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at 
12.4  per  1,000  compares  with  a rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  in  1959. 

Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  population — 

Total  (all  forms)  — 

Crude  rate  15.2 

Adjusted  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.4 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

(Cols.  10 — 15  incl.  of  S.D.  30)  1.63 

Live  birth  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population-^ 

Crude  rate  18.9 

Adjusted  rate  ...  ...  ...  19.7 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  ...  9.5 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  22.3 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19. 1 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19. 1 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  28.4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Rural  District 
residents  in  i960  — 


Cause  of  Death 

Male  Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

...  — 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  

... 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  stomach  

...  — 

1 

1 

„ respiratory  tract 

...  8 

1 

9 

„ breast 

...  — 

2 

2 

„ all  other  sites 

...  6 

9 

15 

Vascular  lesions 

...  22 

21 

43 

Heart  Disease  (Angina)  ... 

...  19 

12 

3i 

Other  Heart  Diseases  

...  12 

22 

34 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

...  8 

6 

14 

Diabetes  

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  

3 

4 

7 

Influenza  ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

Bronchitis  

...  6 

1 

7 

Leukaemia 

...  — 

— 

— 

Gastro-Enteritis 

...  — 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

...  16 

58 

74 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents  

•••  3 

5 

8 

Suicide  

1 

MM 

1 

108  144  252 


6 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1956- 
1960  between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales: — 


England  and 
Wales 


Fylde  Rural 
District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1956 

... 

15.7 

11.7 

17.8 

11. 1 

1957 

... 

16.1 

11.5 

19.0 

12.3 

1958 

•V. 

16.4 

11.7 

18.1 

15-5 

l959 

... 

...  16.5 

11. 6 

21. 1 

H-3 

i960 

... 

17.1 

11.5 

19.7 

12.4 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Personnel 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Other  Appointments  held  : 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 


C.  Robertson  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D. P.H.  (EDIN.). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Boroughs 
of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Fleet- 
wood.  Urban  Districts  of  Poulton- 
le-Fylde,  Kirkham,  Thornton 
Cleveleys  and  Preesall.  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

H.  Graham,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.i. 


T.  B.  Berry,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert.r.s.i. 


Hospital  Facilities. 

For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  which  go  to  Elswick 
Sanatorium.  Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth 
Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Bury. 


7 


Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council.  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health  Divi- 
sion of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham,  St. 
Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  The  service  is  now  a part  of 
Radio-control  Area  No.  3 of  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
and  controlled  from  Broughton  House,  near  Preston. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens — also  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  samples, — is  carried  out  at  the  new  Public 
Health  Laboratory  building  in  Meadow  Street,  Preston. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended 
by  District  Nurses  and  Mid  wives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Clinic 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School 

Monday  ...  p.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Fourth  Monday 
in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Monday  in 
each  month). 
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Singleton — Church  Hall. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Monday 
in  each  month). 


Salwick — Social  Centre  of  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy 
Authority , Springfield  Works. 

Wednesday...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Wed- 

nesday in  each  month). 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 

day in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 

in  each  month). 


Staining — The  Institute. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (2nd  and  4th  Monday 

in  each  month).  (M.O.  4th 
Monday  only). 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

A total  of  80  samples  was  obtained  in  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  during  i960,  consisting  of  51  samples  of  milk  (four 
of  which  were  of  Channel  Island  milk)  and  29  others, 
comprising  : 


1 Travel  sickness  tablets 
1 Arrowroot 
1 Seidlitz  powders  B.P. 

1 Dripping 
1 Meat  rissoles 
1 Horseraddish  sauce 
1 Vinegar 

1 Crab  and  lobster  fish 
paste,  bottled 

1 Salmon  spread,  bottled 
1 Pale  ale,  bottled 
1 Oatmeal  stout 
1 Gravy  browning 
1 Oatmeal 


1 White  pepper 
1 Vanilla  flavouring 
1 Bread  (part  sliced  loaf) 

1 Bitter  lemon  drink 
1 Lard 

1 Golden  raising  powder 
1 Soft  drink 
1 Pork  sausage 
1 Cut,  mixed  peel 
1 Raisins 

1 Christmas  pudding 
3 Edible  cake  decorations 
1 Sweets 

1 Milk  chocolate  buttons 
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The  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Count}/ 
Analyst,  and,  with  the  exception  of  those  detailed  below, 
were  reported  by  him  to  be  genuine  : — 


Type  of  Sample  Result  of  Analysis  Action  Taken 


i Informal 
milk 


Fat  content  2.90%,  deh-\ 
cient  3.3%  fat  J 


Vendor  Notified. 


1 Bread  (part 
sliced  loaf) 


1 Formal 
milk 


~)  Legal  proceedings 
Contained  5 narrow  strips  | were  instituted 
of  zinc  oxide  adhesive  | against  the  manu- 
plaster  with  attached  ^-facturers,  who 
cotton  dressing,  weigh-  | were  fined  £5  and 
ing  in  all  1.13  grams.  j ordered  to  pa}/  £y 
J costs. 


Fat  content  2.90%, 
deficient  3.3%  fat. 


\ 

/ 


Vendor  notified. 


1 Informal  Fat  2.75%, 
milk  deficient  8.3%  fat 


Farmer  notified. 


1 Seidlitz 
powder 


B.P. 


Should  no  longer  be") 
labelled  B.P.  Contents 
of  blue  packets  caked 
and  overweight  (10.7 — 

1 1 . o grams) . Maximum 
limit  for  blue  packets 
10.5  grams. 


| Vendor  inter- 
viewed. Stock 
withdrawn. 


Under  5 years 
5— 14  years  ... 
15—44  years  ... 
45— 64  years  ... 
65  and  over  . . . 
Age  unknown . . . 

Total  all  ages 


Ac. 

Pneumonia 
M.  F. 


Food 

Poisoning 
M.  F. 


2 1 

1 — 

1 — 


4 1 


Other  notifiable  diseases  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  2 Females 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 Female 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1960) 
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Tuberculosis. 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly 
for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for  prevention,  caie  and 
after-care,  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  prevention. 

A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest  Chnic  facilities 
by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very  low  — only 
three  cases,  all  pulmonary,  notified.  No  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  declining  toll  of  this  grave 
disease. 


Numbers  originally 
notified 


Tuberculosis 
Meninges  & 


Respiratory  C.N.S.  Other 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Under  5 years 
5—14  years 
15 — 24  years 
25—44  years 
45—64  years 
65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


1 


1 


1 


Total  (all  ages) 


1 2 


Yours  faithfully, 


C.  ROBERTSON  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


. 


■ 


. 

. 
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Fylde  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Wesham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Fylde  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  my 
fifteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector's  Department  ; the  report  being  for  the  year 
ending  December,  i960. 

There  were  no  changes  of  staff  during  the  year,  and  I 
would  like  once  more  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr. 
Berry  and  to  Mrs.  Kirkham  for  their  ready  and  willing 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

No  real  progress  was  made  again  in  connection  with 
the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme.  Nine  houses 
were  demolished  and  one  was  closed.  There  are  still  some 
80-90  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with.  Perhaps  some  headway 
will  be  made  in  1961  if  the  building  programme  proceeds 
at  any  speed. 

The  main  piece  of  legislation  affecting  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  which  came  into  the  Statute  Book  in  i960, 
was  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  and 
this  came  into  force  on  the  29th  August,  i960.  The  caravan 
problem  has  indeed  been  a vexed  one  in  the  Fylde  area  for 
some  time.  The  Act  is  said  to  provide  effective  powers  for 
dealing  with  caravans  and  caravan  sites.  Experience  alone 
will  prove  the  extent  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Certainly 
the  standards  of  authorised  sites  in  many  areas  will  now  be 
improved,  but  the  problem  of  unauthorised  caravanning 
still  entails  proof  of  use  of  land  for  28  days  and  staffs  in 
widespread  rural  areas  are  going  to  need  a lot  of  time,  tyres 
and  petrol  keeping  tabs  on  every  caravan  that  arrives  on 
the  scene.  The  exemptions  from  the  provision  of  the  Act 
are  sure  to  cause  wasted  journeys,  wasted  time  and  wasted 
effort  which  would  be  better  applied  to  more  vital  public 
health  matters  such  as  food  hygiene,  housing  and  the  like. 
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The  idea  that  easy  and  speedy  prosecution  will  be 
possible  when  a caravan  or  caravans  appear  on  unlicensed 
land  will  be  quickly  dispelled  when  it  comes  to  practical 
application.  Existing  authorised  sites  never  have  been  a 
problem  in  the  Fylde  area,  and  although  some  of  these  will 
need  to  be  further  improved  to  comply  with  the  new 
standards,  it  is  the  unauthorised  caravanning  in  this  popular 
holiday  area  which  will  continue  to  give  the  biggest  headache 
to  the  department  and  to  the  Council. 

There  was  a slight  increase  during  the  year  in  the 
number  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants.  The 
Council  approved  twelve  applications  for  discretionary  grants 
and  twenty-three  for  standard  grants.  Work  was  completed 
in  thirty  cases.  This  is  all  to  the  good  and  if  continued  is 
bound  to  raise  the  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation 
in  the  district. 

Comments  upon  the  various  aspects  of  the  work  dealt 
with  are  contained  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  report. 

Details  for  the  year  i960  are  set  out  below  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  : — 


Inspections  (details  below) 

...  1,878 

Re-visits  

272 

Informal  notices  served 

13 

Statutory  notices  served 

4 

Legal  Proceedings  

0 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  . . . 

15 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated 

24 

Inspections  and  re-visits  in  connection  with 
Public  Health  Act. 

Dwelling-houses  on  complaint  . . . 

32 

Drains  and  Sewers 

71 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

51 

Infectious  Diseases 

52 

Inns,  Restaurants,  etc. 

4 

Food  Poisoning  

11 

Offensive  accumulations  ... 

21 

Smoke  (observations,  etc.) 

7 

Verminous  premises 

2 

Moveable  dwellings  

...  373 

Insect  Pests  

36 

Water  Supply 

7 
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Housing  Acts. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  ...  ...  26 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  67 

Improvement  Grants  ...  91 

Factories  Acts. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  23 

Others  ..  ...  36 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Food  Premises  ...  135 

Stalls  and  vehicles  5 

Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Sampling 35 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  10 

Brucella  Abortus  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Waste  Foods  Order  ...  ...  ...  53 

Miscellaneous . 

Shops  Acts ...  ...  260 

Pests  Act,  1949  331 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  172 

Miscellaneous  ...  67 


Slaughterhouses,  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

Three  slaughterhouses  were  licensed,  but  only  one  was 
used.  The  Council’s  slaughterhouse  report  was  submitted  to 
and  accepted  by  the  Ministry.  It  is  more  than  likely  that 
only  one  slaughterhouse  will  be  licensed  in  1961. 

All  the  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  were 
inspected  and  details  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  dealt  with 
are  set  out  overleaf.  The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  17.  The  number  of  visits  made  in 
connection  with  the  inspection  of  food  was  116. 


Meat  Inspection : Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations 

| Cattle  I I I Shee 
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Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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The  only  other  foodstuff  condemned  was  55  lbs.  13  ozs. 
of  canned  ham. 

There  are  seven  bakers  and/or  confectioners  operating 
in  the  District.  Routine  inspections  were  made  and  no 
formal  action  was  necessary.  135  visits  were  made  to  food 
premises  of  all  kinds.  48  premises  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream.  Of  these  5 sell  loose  ice  cream,  2 sell  loose 
and  wrapped  and  the  remaining  41  sell  wrapped  ice  cream. 
Three  premises  are  registered  and  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream,  all  of  which  use  the  hot  mix  method  of  production. 
33  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  were  satisfactory.  41  inspections  were 
made  at  ice  cream  premises.  Five  premises  are  registered 
for  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food.  Twelve  inspections  were  made  and  no  cause 
for  action  was  discovered. 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  business,  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Business  No. 

General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  36 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including 

those  selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  ...  17 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  ...  ...  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops 6 

Sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice  cream  18 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  restaurants, 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 


Ten  distributors  of  milk  were  registered  as  operating  from 
dairies  within  the  district,  and  four  from  shops  in  the  district 
other  than  dairies. 

The  number  of  Dealers’  licences  including  supplementary 
licences  issued  by  the  local  authority  during  i960  was  as 
follows  : — 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  21 

Pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sterilised  milk  13 
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These  licences  will  not  be  issued  in  future  by  this  Council, 
but  will  be  issued  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Samples  of  farm  bottled  milk  submitted  for  examination 
continued  to  show  that  almost  all  of  this  milk  produced  in 
the  area  of  the  Council  is  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree  infected 
by  Brucella  organisms,  being  the  organisms  which  give  rise 
to  Undulant  Fever  in  man.  The  whole  position  with  regard 
to  this  milk  infection  borders  on  the  farcical.  Individual 
cow  samples  positive  on  one  test  may  be  negative  on  another 
or  vice  versa.  Pasteurisation  Orders  placed  on  certain  cows 
in  a herd  may  have  to  be  withdrawn  on  the  succeeding  results 
being  obtained,  and  fresh  Orders  made  in  respect  of  cows 
which  were  previously  negative.  The  farmer  is  in  an  invidious 
position  and  must  await  with  trepidation  the  results  of  each 
set  of  samples  taken.  There  is  no  means  of  requiring  the 
removal  of  infected  animals  from  a herd  : nor  is  there  any 
control  over  to  whom  they  are  sold  should  that  be  done.  The 
sum  total  result  of  hundreds  of  miles  of  travelling,  sampling, 
keeping  records,  making  Orders,  cancelling  Orders  and 
amending  Orders  is  NIL. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Factories 

There  were  65  factories  on  the  register  at  31st  December, 
i960.  66  inspections  were  made.  No  defects  were  found  and 
no  formal  action  was  necessary.  With  about  four  exceptions, 
the  factories  are  mainly  of  the  small  owner-occupied  type. 
New  developments  include  a toffee  works  and  brickworks, 
both  at  Freckleton. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  number  and  types  of  sanitary  accommodation  are 


set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 

1959 

7960 

No.  of  middens  

77 

72 

No.  of  pail  closets 

400 

397 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

3.546 

3,679 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins 

3.834 

3.967 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage 
(estimated)  

3,487 

3,620 
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Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

The  Council  undertakes  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
in  all  Parishes.  The  hope  expressed  in  the  report  for  1959 
did  not  materialise,  and  pits  on  land  at  Weeton,  Staining  and 
Larbreck  continued  to  be  used  for  tipping  purposes. 

A second  dual-tip  diesel  refuse  collection  wagon  was 
purchased  and  brought  into  service  in  September  and  the 
benefits  of  this  action  were  soon  apparent.  It  was  possible 
to  collect  the  refuse  from  all  the  new  housing  development 
at  Clifton,  Freckleton,  Warton  and  Wrea  Green,  without 
any  increase  in  staff. 

The  establishment  consists  of  one  12  cu.  yd.  Ford  Diesel, 
one  12  cu.  yd.  duel-tip  Karrier  Diesel,  one  18  cu.  yd.  dual-tip 
Karrier  Diesel  and  two  10-12  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Gamecocks, 
Petrol.  One  of  these  latter  vehicles  is  held  in  reserve  for 
special  collections,  breakdowns  and  other  emergencies.  The 
7 cu.  yd.  Karrier  Bantam  was  disposed  of.  18  men,  including 
4 drivers,  are  engaged  upon  refuse  and  salvage  collection  ; 
one  man  is  employed  as  salvage  baler  and  relief  refuse  collector ; 
and  the  tips  are  controlled  by  an  attendant  working  with  a 
Ferguson  tractor. 

Day  to  day  supervision  is  exercised  by  a foreman  under 
the  control  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Waste  paper  continued  to  be  sold  to  the  Thames  Board 
Mills  Ltd.  The  amount  disposed  of  and  its  cash  value  was 
as  follows  : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Mixed  Waste  ... 

55 

13 

3 

421 

3 6 

Fibreboard 

43 

11 

2 

414 

19  4 

Newsprint 

19 

1 

2 

167 

2 8 

Totals 

. 118 

6 

3 

£l,  003 

5 6 

These  figures  show  an  increase  over  the  last  year  of 
7 tons  19J  cwts.  in  weight,  and  of  £95  2s.  rod.  in  cash  value. 
A new  trailer  similar  to  the  one  purchased  in  1959  will  soon 
be  required  to  replace  one  of  the  older  ones  which  has  been 
in  service  since  the  war  years. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

At  last  ! An  act  which  “ confers  on  local  authorities 
effective  powers  for  controlling  caravan  sites."  Or  so  says 
Circular  No.  42/60  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  which  accompanied  the  coming  into  force  on 
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the  29th  August  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  i960.  And  with  what  a rush  it  came  ! For  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  and  beyond,  the  department  ate, 
slept  and  drank  caravans.  The  extent  of  the  work  involved 
will  be  realised  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Act  brought  to 
the  Council  95  applications  for  licences  involving  2,827 
caravans.  Much  could  be  written  and  indeed  will  be  written 
about  the  provisions  of  the  new  Act.  It  is  obvious  that  all 
sites  licenced  under  this  Act  will  need  to  reach  a much  higher 
standard  than  could  previously  be  required.  It  is  not 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  much  trouble  with  the  licenced 
sites,  but  there  is  a considerable  doubt  as  to  whether  even 
the  new  legislation  provides  a simple  and  practicable  means 
of  dealing  with  unauthorised  sites.  The  exemptions  alone 
allow  a battleship  to  be  driven  through  many  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  no  doubt  the  exempted  organisations  and 
other  clever  bodies  or  persons  will  find  a dozen  ways  round 
the  remaining  provisions.  The  omission  of  tents  and  chalets 
from  the  terms  of  the  Act  is  regrettable  and  these  must 
continue  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  old  inadequate  powers 
of  the  1936  Public  Health  Act.  One  would  have  thought 
that  in  this  day  and  age  it  would  have  been  possible  to  frame 
an  act  which  would  cover  all  types  of  “ moveable  ” holiday 
accommodation. 

However,  the  Act  must  be  given  a chance  and  it  will 
be  one  or  two  summers  hence  before  a true  appraisal  of  its 
worth  can  be  made. 

The  number  of  sites  licenced  will  not  be  known  until 
some  time  during  1961,  but  it  will  obviously  be  greater  than 
that  licenced  under  the  old  Act.  Dozens  of  " established 
user  ” rights  claims  have  been  made  and  many  of  these  will 
be  successful.  In  such  cases  a licence  will  automatically 
follow.  There  is  bound  to  be  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
refuse  which  the  Council  will  be  required  to  collect,  and  this 
problem  will  have  to  be  met  in  the  summer  of  1961.  Three 
hundred  and  seventy-three  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  caravan  sites.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings. 

Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  on  a mains  supply  of  water  is 
estimated  to  be  4,241.  The  number  of  new  connections  during 
the  year  was  163.  The  position  in  the  various  Parishes  is  set 
out  in  the  table  on  Page  21  : — 


Water  Supplies  to  Houses 
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TOTAL  — Whole  District  I . . I 143  1 4241  i 15923 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  district  during  i960. 
The  scheme  for  the  second  stage  of  Staining  Parish  was 
delayed,  but  should  commence  during  1961.  A scheme  for 
Els  wick  and  sewer  extensions  at  Weeton  were  also  in 
preparation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Schemes  in  connection 
with  pollution  of  the  River  Ribble  and  involving  Freckleton, 
Warton  and  the  Kirkham  and  Wesham  Joint  Sewerage  were 
subject  to  much  discussion  and  the  Council  resolved  to 
appoint  Consultant  Engineers  to  go  into  the  problem  in  so 
far  as  it  affects  the  Fylde  Rural  District.  Singleton  remains 
the  only  village  of  any  size  where  a scheme  for  sewerage  is 
yet  to  be  considered. 

Schools 

There  are  14  schools  in  the  area  of  the  Council  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 


follows  : — 

Number  with  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces  ...  — 

Number  with  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  with  waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  with  trough  closets  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  with  pail  closets  1 

Number  drained  to  public  sewers 6 

Number  drained  to  private  treatment  works  ...  7 

Number  of  schools  with  moveable  dustbins  ...  14 

Number  of  schools  with  mains  supply  of  water  ...  14 


Number  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory  washing  facilities  7 

The  only  school  still  using  pail  closets  is  the  Staining 
C.  of  E.  School.  No  doubt  these  will  be  converted  to  water 
closets  when  the  proposed  sewer  for  the  Parish  is  completed. 

Rodent  Control 

The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Control  Operator  are 
undertaken  by  the  foreman  of  the  Health  Department..  No 
large  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  were  reported  or  found 
during  the  year.  The  Council’s  sewers  were  test  baited  with 
negative  results  and  no  further  treatments  were  necessary. 
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It  is  estimated  that  there  are  5,039  properties  in  the 
district,  being  comprised  of  4,241  houses,  four  local  authority 
properties,  537  business  premises  and  25  7 agricultural 
premises.  121  inspections  were  made  at  dwelling  houses  ; 
7 1 at  agricultural  premises  and  139  to  all  other  types  of 
property.  Treatments  were  carried  out  at  32  dwelling  houses 
and  12  business  premises.  The  service  to  dwelling  houses  is 
given  free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises  are  charged  on 
a time  and  materials  basis.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary 
during  the  year. 


Housing 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  Flats 

(i)  By  the  local  authority 84  — 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  — — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  ot  persons  ...  61  — 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  this  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  1 17 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  ...  179. 

(0)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above  found 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit  9 

(2)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  existing  at  end 

of  year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit  116 


2.  Houses  Demolished  — 


In  Clearance  Areas : 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . . 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

(6)  . Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 


Displaced 


! Houses 
De- 
molished 

jLuspiaueu. 

during  Year 

Persons 

Families 

5 

3i 

1 1 

4 

9 

7 

•• 

3.  Unfit  Houses  Closed  — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 


Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 

35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 


Houses 

De- 

molished 

Disp 

during 

laced 
l year 

Persons 

Families 

1 

•• 

4.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects 
were  Remedied  — 


By  Owner 

By  Local 

Authority 

After  informal  action  by  local 

authority 

After  formal  notice  under  : 

11 

— 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 

1 

• ' 

Act,  1957 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 

I 

• • 

1957  

• 
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5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957)  — 


Position  at  end  of  Year  : 

(1)  Retained  for  temporary  accommo- 
dation — 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  cocupation 
under  Sections  34  and  53 

Number 

of 

Houses 

(1) 

Number  of 

separate  dwellings 
contained  in 
column  (1) 

(2) 

6.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement  — 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear- 
ance Orders  or  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Orders,  purchased  during  the 
year 

Number 

of 

Houses 

(1) 

Number  of 
occupants  of 
houses  in 

Col.  (1) 

(2) 

7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1958  — Improvement  grants,  etc.  — 


Private  Bodies  or 

Individuals 

Local  Authority 

No.  of  dwelling 

No.  of  dwelling- 

Action  during  year  : 

No.  of  | 

houses  or  other 

No.  of 

houses  or  other 

schemes 

buildings 

schemes 

buildings 

I 

affected 

affected 

(a) 

Submitted  by 
private  individuals 
to  local  authority 

1 

u 

1 

14 

.... 

(b) 

Approved  by  local 
authority 

12 

14 

(c) 

Submitted  by 
local  authority  to 
Ministry 

(d) 

Finally  approved 
by  Ministry 

1 

.... 

(e) 

f) 

Work  completed 
Additional  separate 

14 

i5 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

dwellings  included 

n (e)  above 

1 

1 
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8.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 
Standard  Grants  — 


Action  during  Year  : 

No.  of  dwellings 
or  other  buildings 
affected 

(a)  Applications  Submitted  to  local  authority  . . 

23 

(b)  Applications  Approved  by  local  authority  . . 

23 

(c)  Work  completed 

16 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  GRAHAM, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


